
Post Oil Solutions 2010 Backyard Animal Raising Workshops
 

By Tim Stevenson

The theme of Post Oil’s 2010 (Re)learning to Feed Ourselves workshop series 
has been eating out of our gardens 12 months of the year. To that end, we have 
just completed 10 weeks of Sunday offerings where people were introduced to a 
variety of gardening skills and knowledge. As we go through the summer and into 
the fall, we’ll be doing a number of canning workshops based upon whatever is in 
season at that moment, along with drying, root cellaring, lacto fermentation and 
other food preservation workshops. Look for a schedule in a future issue of Food 
for Thought or at our website, www.postoilsolutions.org. 

In the meantime, we will use the late spring to reprise our very popular Backyard 
Animal Raising Workshops led by our good friends, Bekah, Jay and Janet Bailey 
of Fair Winds Farm. The schedule of these workshops--all of which will be held at 
Fair Winds Farm, Upper Dummerston Road, Brattleboro--is as follows:

• 4th Annual Backyard Chicken Workshops: Saturday, May 8 & 
Saturday June 5, 10:00-12:00,. As she has in the past, Bekah Bailey 
will lead this workshop. Along with her parents, Bekah runs Fair Winds, 
a diversified horse-powered farm that has been raising chickens since 
1978.The workshop is geared toward those with little or no experience 
with chickens and is intended to inspire and provide information for 
participants to start their own backyard flock. Children are welcome, 
but, please, no more than 2 per adult, and they must be supervised at 
all times.

• Managing Backyard Sheep on Grass: Saturday, May 8, 1:00-3:00 
PM. As she did last year, Bekah will do a workshop that provides an 
overview, foundations, and basics. She will discuss different kinds of 
sheep, management considerations, handling basics, feed and 
nutrition, fence options, water needs, predators, and more. NOTE: 
Those who have attended the morning Backyard Chicken Raising 
workshop are encouraged to bring a bag lunch and eat at the farm.

• Managing Backyard Milk Goats on Grass: Saturday, June 5, 
1:00-3:00 PM. As she will with her sheep workshop, Bekah will cover 
all the basics of raising and caring for milk goats. NOTE again, those 
who have attended the morning Backyard Chicken Raising workshop 
are encouraged to bring a bag lunch and eat at the farm.

• NEW THIS YEAR--Backyard Chicken Harvest: Saturday, July 17 & 
Saturday, September 4, 9:00-12:00,. Bekah will teach you how to 
harvest your own birds, and suggest ideas for equipment and 
infrastructure. This is also an opportunity to meet folks who may be 
interested in cooperative slaughter events, something we encourage.

http://www.postoilsolutions.org
http://www.postoilsolutions.org


Our fee is a sliding scale, $10/$20, with no one refused for lack of funds. Pre-
registration and pre-payment are required, however: please call 877.886.7397 to 
leave a brief message including your name, phone number, and workshop 
desired. Please note: Unregistered admissions at the gate will be charged $20, 
firm, and admitted only if there is room. 

Tim Stevenson is a community organizer with Post Oil Solutions

 

  
 


