
Post Oil Solutions Hosts 2nd Annual No Gardener Left 
Behind Expo

 
By way of highlighting its campaign to encourage everyone to be gardening this 
coming growing season, Post Oil Solutions will hold its 2nd Annual No Gardener 
Left Behind Expo on Saturday, April 24, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM, at the Robert 
H.Gibson River Garden in Brattleboro. Admission is FREE.
 
This year's event will focus on kids and youth, and therefore, also serve as a 
fundraiser for the area's community school gardens, with donation buckets 
throughout the venue, as well as a raffle for seeds, gardening books, and 
tools. There will be a number of schools present to display their achievements 
and talk about their future plans.
 
In addition, there will be hammered dulcimer music by Lerna, and light 
refreshments sold by the Winter Farmers' Market highly popular Indian prepared 
food vendors, Leda and Nash.
 
Throughout the River Garden, there will be a number of demonstrations and 
displays including low-cost tools, local brewing, canning, drying, worm 
composting, cooking with greens, and container planting. Several organizations, 
such as area community gardens, CSAs, Brattleboro Farm to School, Brattleboro 
Time Trade, UVM Extension Youth Agriculture Project, and Putney Transition 
Town, will be present. There will also be gardening resources including High 
Mowing Seeds, gardening books, food maps, recipes, kitchen tools, 
Neighborhood Garden Support Group sign-up lists, UVM Master Gardeners, and 
gardening product sources. Finally, we are hoping to be visited by some of 
our local legislature representatives.
 
Growing our own food is the lynch pin of food security and food sovereignty. It is 
taking responsibility for our food, and no longer leaving it up to the supermarket 
or fast food joint to feed us, or even of the farmer, alone.
Not only do we grow our food, we learn to extend the growing season through 
cold frames and greenhouses, as well as the eating season, by drying, canning, 
fermenting and root cellaring our food. In this way, one growing season merges 
with the next as we learn to eat out of our gardens 12 months of the year.

But to do this successfully, we need to do it as a community where we share 
tools and labor, provide support and back-up for one when the other is away or 
out of commission, watering, weeding, and taking care of each other’s gardens. 
We grow a row for the food shelves, homeless shelters, or the person next door 
whose situation won’t allow them to garden. We do neighborhood greenhouses, 



neighborhood root cellars, and do so as neighbors, sharing food and 
camaraderie.

We even have a example of this kind of community-oriented gardening culture 
from the not too distant past to inspire us with, in the persons of our parents and 
grandparents who had Victory Gardens in World War II. According to Wessels 
Living History Farm, Nearly 20 million Americans had Victory Gardens. "They 
planted gardens in backyards, empty lots and even city rooftops. Neighbors 
pooled their resources, planted different kinds of foods and formed 
cooperatives…."  Wessels goes on to observe that, "In 1943, families bought 
315,000 pressure cookers…compared to 66,000 in 1942." The US Department of 
Agriculture estimated that the amount of fruit and vegetables harvested in these 
home and community plots was around 9-10 million tons, an amount equal to all 
commercial production of fresh vegetables.

Those are impressive figures. And they're very suggestive of what we, as a 
people, can do for ourselves once we put our collective minds to it.

So please join us at the River Garden on April 24. The only reason not to be is if 
you're out in your own plot, preparing your garden for the coming season!

For additional information, please contact us at info@postoilsolutions.org and 
802.869.2141
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