
Great Falls Food Hub Awarded $15,000 Grant

The Great Falls Food Hub Project, a Post Oil Solutions initiative founded one 
year ago, was recently awarded a $15,000 grant by the Fanny Holt Ames and 
Edna Louise Holt Fund to help finance the project's first employee, who will be 
responsible for coordinating the establishment of a regional food hub. In addition 
to this immediate benefit, the grant will also serve as matching funds for the 
USDA Rural Business Economic Grant that the group is applying for in 
conjunction with its partnership with the Southeastern Vermont Community Action 
organization (SEVCA).
 
The Great Falls Food Hub's two major goals during 2010 are to hire a project 
coordinator and fund an in-depth feasibility study throughout the region it hopes 
to serve, which includes Windham and Windsor Counties in Vermont, and 
Sullivan and Cheshire Counties in New Hampshire. SEVCA has been writing a 
number of grants for the project that will hopefully provide the necessary funds to 
achieve these aims.
 
Post Oil Solutions—a nearly five-year old community organizing project in 
Windham County whose mission is to build sustainable communities—views the 
Great Falls Food Hub as a project that will help to make local food accessible 
and affordable to everyone, while providing a fair return to area farmers. 
Therefore, the project has two outcomes: to build the physical infrastructure and 
organize the social infrastructure. The first outcome will be a licensed, 
commercial-sized processing kitchen that will accommodate value-added, 
incubator, commercial, and educational activities; dry, cold, and frozen storage 
facilities for ingredients and retail-ready products; and a distribution outlet for 
fresh, stored, and processed local food.
 
Equally important is the establishment of the social infrastructure that will aid in 
reconnecting people to their food.  This includes, among other social activities, 
forums and films, cooking classes and community meals, workshops and 
community gardens, working with youth and Farm to School programs, as well as 
a variety of educational events that underscore the many benefits of 
incorporating local foods into our diets.
 
It is hoped that these combined efforts will be another step toward reaching the 
Post Oil Solutions vision of becoming a food-secure, food-just, food-sustainable 
region whose people can essentially feed themselves.
 
For anyone who would like to become involved in the Food Hub, or who would 
like further information, please contact us at foodhub@postoilsolutions.org or 
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802.869.2141 or visit our website, www.greatfallsfoodhub.com. For information 
about Post Oil Solutions, contact us at info@postoilsolutions.org, and visit our 
website, www.postoil.solutions.org
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