
Local Farm to School Conference to Help Fund 
Farm to School Coordinator

Hosted by the Brattleboro Farm to School (F2S) Committee and 
the SIT Farm and Sustainable Agriculture Initiative, a Local Farm 
to School Conference entitled, Strengthening Farm and Food 
Education, will be held on Thursday, May 6, from 8:30-4:00, at the 
International Center of the SIT Graduate Institute in Brattleboro. 

Organized by Post Oil Solutions Community Food Security Project 
(CFSP), this conference will also serve as fundraiser for the 
Brattleboro F2S Coordinator position for the 2010-11 school year. 
Therefore, a donation of $10-$20 (scholarships available) is 
requested. For updated information, and to register: http://
f2sconference.wordpress.com/; for questions and comments: 
fsp@postoilsolutions.org or 802.348.9818.

Area teachers please note that this conference could be counted 
towards professional development hours needed for recertification. 

 Our purpose is to bring together interested parties from various 
farm and food education efforts throughout Southern Vermont, 
nearby New Hampshire and the Pioneer Valley to share and learn 
best practices, and build networks to strengthen comprehensive 
Farm to School programs.

A variety of workshops on school community gardens, farm to 
cafeteria, curriculum, farm visits and field trips, and middle and 
high school programs will be offered to help meet the following 
objectives:
• to give teachers new ideas and support;
• to build school committees to increase local food in cafeterias, 

garden programs, and farm visits;
• to give parents opportunities to get involved both at school and 

at home;
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• to build momentum towards F2S Coordinator positions; and
• to initiate “A Garden in Every School” campaign.

The conference is also serving as a fundraiser because Post Oil 
Solutions has been granted a cost-share VISTA volunteer position 
to serve as the F2S coordinator for the Brattleboro program. Earlier 
this year, the Brattleboro F2S Committee realized that it had 
reached the point where, in order to move forward on the progress 
that it had made in recent years, it was no longer sufficient to 
depend on the laudable efforts of volunteer teachers and parents. 
Rather, it was time to hire a full-time coordinator who could take 
advantage of this progress, and move the program to a higher level.

It soon became apparent, however, that there was not enough time 
to write the grants and do the fundraising that was necessary in 
order to realize this position for the next school year. This is when 
Post Oil (who, through the participation of its CFSP community 
organizers, have been active in the work of the Committee over the 
past year) went to AmeriCorps and requested that it be granted an 
additional volunteer to serve as an interim, year-long, full-time 
Coordinator. The request was granted, albeit with the 
understanding it would be a cost-share position toward which Post 
Oil would be responsible for $10,000.

The F2S Committee is optimistic that, through a variety of efforts, 
it can raise these funds. This will allow the VISTA volunteer to 
come on board in August. In addition to building on the work 
already accomplished at Green Street, Oak, Academy, and BAMS, 
and expanding to other schools within the WSESU, this person 
will also be writing grants to fund a full-time position for the 
2011-12 school year. 

The Brattleboro Farm to School program has been one of the most 
progressive developments in the region’s local food movement. 
Through the leadership of Green Street 4th grade teacher, Laura 



White, this program has grown to where it now requires the efforts 
of a full-time coordinator.

Begun in 2004 with a successful pilot F2S summer taste test 
program that has been continued each year since, Brattleboro was 
awarded a $6500 F2S grant in 2007 that has allowed this program 
to expand to the school year. Purchases were made of produce 
from local farms, with the taste-tested items served at the school 
breakfast or lunch the following week. Survey data found that 90% 
of the students tried it, 72% liked it, and 71% reported that they 
would eat the item again.

Complimenting these efforts, state funds were awarded to all three 
Brattleboro elementary schools in 2008 to begin a Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program. Food was purchased from local farms and was 
served during snacktimes. Surveys found parents to be very 
supportive of these efforts noting that they observed positive 
changes in their family or child’s eating habits, they were now 
buying more local food, and they would pay more school breakfast 
and lunch if local food was part of the menu.

Other accomplishments include:
• school gardens in Green, Oak, and Academy schools
• school trips to local farms
• a soup of the month featuring local, seasonal vegetables
• development of a District Cooking Curriculum through a 

partnership with Tristan Toleno (Riverview Café & Vermont 
Fresh Network) and the Brattleboro Food Co-op; lesson plans 
being developed for grades 1 and 4 to be piloted at Green Street; 
and the school district making available teacher stipends for the 
development of this curriculum

• a mobile kitchen cart to be funded by a Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
offer of $2619 and built by the BUHS Career Center

It is upon this impressive base that a full-time, paid coordinator is 
now required. Most successful F2S programs have such a person. 



This position will be able to support school gardens, help advance 
food curriculum in the classroom, as well as to further facilitate the 
development of school breakfast and lunch menus that feature 
nutritious, healthy food from our local farmers.

Post Oil Solutions is a 501c3 non-profit. If you would like to 
support the Coordinator position, please send your tax-deductible 
donations to us at P. O. Box 431, Townshend, VT 05353. Please 
note on your check, “Farm to School Coordinator.” Thank you. 

Tim Stevenson is a community organizer with Post Oil Solutions 
(www.postoilsolutions.org) 
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